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A BRIEF HISTORY OF SLAVERY

G2

% First record of slavery: 3500 BCE

% Sumnet, now Iraq, slavery was common fact of life.

¢ Prisoners of war became slaves: Prisoners can be more useful alive
than dead.

s Slaves considered inferior.

% Empires of Babylon, Greece, and Rome captured thousands of

prisoners of war.

Ne r NN

»




SLAV.

G2

% Chattel Slavery: Humans treated as possessions with no rights and can be

bought, sold, and used in any way the owner wished.

% Serfdom: During the Middle Ages this became commonplace throughout

Europe, first in the West then the East.

* Tilled the land or any chore assigned. No equal rights.
* But they earned money!

* Manumission was available to them. Many chose NOT to buy their freedom
because the protection provided.

* They could buy land, but then paid a tax (portion of the land’s produce).

* In times of war, serfs could be recruited for the fyrd.

% Serfdom faded around the 16 century.
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CMPIRES OF AFRICA
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THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE
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% 25 Million Africans were exported as slaves.

** The total population of the entire continent failed to grow for a

long period.
% Africa’s economic growth stalled

% Due to the “inferior” viewpoint, Europeans conquered and

colonized African countries rather than enter into trade with them.
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QUEEN NZINGA
MBANDE

Ascended to the throne: 1624.

Found herself ruling over a
country that was being plundered.

Made a failed pact with Portugal.

Packed up her entire country and
i

Matamba grew into a sanctuary
and the center of trade in South
Africa.

Located near modern day
Luanda, the capital city of
Angola in South Africa.
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5 AS A SLAV]
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%* Slavery legal after the Revolution.
% Enslaved people were status symbols.

% Poor working conditions & housing*

% Enslaved people did not grow old.

% Could not testify against a white person.

** No education
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SLAVERY IN NEW J.
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%* Earliest record of slaves in NJ is 1680.
%* Slaves were judged in separate courts.

% To discourage revolt, NJ reserved cruel

forms of punishment.

+* Slave sentenced to death; slaveowner

received $$ from the state.

% Families were separated.
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iW JERSEY FACTS
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< NJ had the second largest slave population in the North.

% By 1735, over 8% of NJ’s population consisted of slaves. 1776: 12%

X/

** Most lived in East Jersey.

% 1786: An Act to Prevent the Importation of Slaves into the State of NJ and to
Authorize the Manumission of Them Under Certain Restrictions, and to Prevent

the Abuse of Slaves.

% 1804: An Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery. Citizens in Mortis County
quickly petitioned the legislature to repeal the 1804 act. Petition DENIED.

% New Jersey never passed a law actually abolishing slavery.
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MORRIS COUNTY
SLAVE RECORDS
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17 5 6 18 41 Slave Records of
et Morris County, New Jersey:
1756-1841
% Estate Inventories S i g

Compiled and Edited by David Mitros
With Foreword by Giles R. Wright

** Birth Certificates
%* Marriage Certificates
** Manumissions

“* Newspaper Ads and Notices
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SLAVEOWNERS AND SLAVES IN
ESTATE INVENTORIES — MORRIS

John H. Vreeland’s Estate.

o

P T 1751-1760
e [ 1761-1770
: & 1771-1780
1781-1790
1791-1800
1801-1810
1811-1820
1821-1830
1831-1840

P, 1541-1850




MORRIS COUNTY SLAVE DATA

Chatham
Chester

Chatham
Chester

Hanover
Hanover

Mendham Jetferson

Morris Mendham

Morris
Pequannock

Pequannock

Randolph

7/ Randolph
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Despite the gradual emancipation
law of 1804, slavery lasted longer
in NJ than in other northern states.

NJ Slavery continued mostly in
NJ’s rural economy.

By 1830’s the practice sharply
declined due largely because of the
gradual emancipation law.

1846, a second emancipation law
almost abolished slavery in NJ.

Remaining slaves were reclassified
as “apprentices for life.”

The 1860 census listed 18 of these
apprentices for life as slaves.

CATO, JOHN HOWELL’S
BLACK BOY

NN




AA 1 /7:”2 e lont

/./Mnh ‘i/«/.f,p//

» .'/;)M/;uu : I \_/A‘,/W 2 e

; J o a‘yx.,, / Care Eipotsen rets
\//( /‘//“‘/“7;//‘/ z///rs B
// Cocerty of et o #5 Al /u/

nt or Dor d/ Hiarustvigfoce

r}& cont thiw ) fas welian fusy o oo v Besnd

4.,//4

Z/.n el s seslowon TE foualesaitl 2y of :

u./, //a ” A'm-u.m canu o H,,,,‘/’{I/,M

%‘uuu e ”/"-’;rvmw /d/f%’é VA
Q/z/y‘(f" “"K/C“f: b
St {/'

Manumission of Abigail Condict’s slave Jack

o Clenocsiiotyescthat

MANUMISSIONS

Even before the 1804 law, NJ
slaveholders could free their
slaves.

1776, the first manumission
in Morris County came from
Pequannock!

Adam Miller, a Quaker,
declared his intent to free

Jack.

Slaveholders had to post a
bond for every slave freed.

Required bond abolished in
1786.
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NJ STATE
LIBRARY
New Jersey Journal
RUNAWAY SLAVE NOTICE

FIVE DOLLARS REWARD.

RUN-away from Sammel Ogden, of Boontown, in the County of Morris, and Province of New- Jersey, on Sunday the 18th of October
tast: A Negro Man named Mingo or Tin, he is about 30 years of Age, has a Scar either on his Nose or on one of his Cheeks; is
about 5 feet 7 or 8 Inches high, plays on the Violin, speaks good Dutch and English, and is much addicted to Strong drink: Had on
when he went away a dark brown broad cloth Coat, with brass Philadelphia buttons, a brown broad cloth waist-coat, with basket
mohair Buttons, a Pair of red coating Trowsers, a ozenbrig Shirt and wool Hat. He was formerly the property of Lsaac Wilkins, Esg;
of West-Chester, about which Place it is not unlikely he may be lurking. Whoever apprehends said Negro and returns hin to his
master, or secures him in any of his Majesty’s goals, shall be paid the above Reward, and all reasonable charges by
SAMUEL OGDEN.

[1772]
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THE GRIMES HOMESTEAD

)

House constructed in the

late 18" century.

45 Bloomfield Avenue
(Parsippany in it’s day)
John L. Grimes born 1802
Quaker family

1977: Placed on the
National Register of
Historic Places

Moved to 4 Craven Road
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; | ‘ Pictures taken in 1975 with application
e to the National Park Service
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THE ABOLITIONIST
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il MoNTHLY ADFERTISER | THE MONTHLY ADVERTISER
' e B A (Boonton’s First Newspaper)

Vol. 1, BOONTON, August 30, 1843; No. 2

“The Executive Committee of the NEW JERSEY
ANTI SLLAVERY SOCIETY will meet at
BOONTON September 23 at 6 oclock PM. to

transact business of importance.

THE NEW JERSEY FREEMAN

June 1844 — March 20, 1850

“Truth invites full and free discussion; error shrinks

from all investigation.”

THE VOICE OF FREEDOM
Montpelier, VT

September 12, 1844, pg. 47
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REMEMBERING
DR. JOHN GRIMES
¢ Leader of the Anti-

Slavery Society of New
Jersey

% Never feared to speak out.

+¢* Published and edited 1%t

Newspaper in Boonton

% Published the 1*
Abolitionist newspaper in
NJ

% Grimes worked tirelessly
on the cause for 30 years!
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LOCAL SUPPORTERS OF THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

William G. Lathrop John Hill
Thomas Willis Philip Wootton
George Ely Charles Norris
Fredrick Stone James Grimes

George Coates Nathan Hopkins
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CHARLES F. HOPKINS

Moved to the Powerville section of
Boonton in 1856: Powerville Hotel.

Dad, Nathan, very strong advocate of
Anti. slavery and an active conductor
on the Underground Railroad.

At 14, Charles helped his Dad by
driving runaways on the Underground
Railroad.

Price of a runaway slave: “from $50 to

$300 and $500”

His personal story...
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HOPKINS’ POWERVILLE HOTEL
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HARRIET TUBMAN

Born Araminta by her enslaved
parents in 1822: Maryland’s Eastern
Shore.

Changed name to Harriet when she

married freeman John Tubman in
1844.

She escaped 5 years later when she
was to be sold.

Ten years and 13 trips to rescue family
and friends

Gave instructions to about 70 more.

Nicknamed “Moses” by William Lloyd
Garrison, abolitionist.

Harriet Tubman in 1868 or 1869 JOiﬂCd the lEES Army during the Civil
Library of Congress War: Spy, Scout, Nurse, and Cook.
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PENNSYLVANIA

UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD...A REFLECTION

s Gave freedom to thousands of
enslaved women, men, and
children and hope to others.

* First hand knowledge and able to
spread the word
% Became members and supporters

of the Underground Railroad

** But southern slaveowners
became bitter.

% Unfortunately, racism is still
rampant across the US.
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FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION
T

¢ There are more humans trapped in slavery today than any other time
in history — including when slavery was legal. (Sound of Freedom,;
directed by Alejandro Monteverde)

% The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000

% The State Department implemented the Office to Monitor and
Combat Trafficking in Persons. Fact Sheets for 2023 Trafficking in
Persons Report.

% Human trafficking is a 150 billion dollat-a-yeatr-business. The United
States 1s one of the top destinations for human trafficking and 1s among
the largest consumers of children.

% https:/ /www.state.gov/20-ways-you-can-help-fight-human-
trafficking/
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https://www.northjersey.com/staff/2647870001/david-m-zimmer/

